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Monday, March 16, 2020: Rehearsal for Raleigh Fine Arts Society Elementary Choral Celebration

Purpose: 
Chorus will rehearse on site for the performance one day later. We are required to rehearse with the accompanist provided by the Raleigh Fine Arts Society unless I am playing for our group. (This is the only event, other than when we sing unaccompanied or with a recording, where I can give the singers my full attention as director.) Therefore it is essential that all of our singers are present and on time as we will practice only this once with the accompanist provided by the organizers of this event. Seating and logistics will be confirmed for the celebration that will showcase several choral groups and include the singing of songs with other choral groups as a massed chorus. 

Location: 
Meymandi Concert Hall at the Duke Energy Center for Performing Arts, 2 East South St., Raleigh, N.C. 27601, and attached to the right side of Memorial Auditorium (Maps of Greater Raleigh and Downtown Raleigh are attached. Otherwise please feel free to locate the address given above at <www.mapquest.com> or <www.maps.google.com>.)

Rehearsal Time:
6:45-7:00 PM (Most often the rehearsals are very punctual. Hopefully the Raleigh Fine Arts Society coordinators will hold choruses and their directors to the appointed rehearsal schedule. A couple of years the schedule was running behind a few minutes and we helped them to catch up.)

Warm-Up Time:
6:15 PM in our assigned meeting place

Meeting Place:
At the foot of the escalators on the lower level of Meymandi Concert Hall, turn a very hard right and proceed towards the back hall. The Men’s Restroom will be straight ahead. Turn left and walk to the far end of the back hall. You will pass Wake Forest Elementary’s meeting spot. If you go too far, you will pass our designated spot and the Women’s Restroom. Parents are asked to drop off their students for warm-up and meet their students after the concert in our assigned meeting place.
Attire: 
School clothes

Repertoire:

"On Silver-Tipped Wings"




"Circle of Our Song"
"Magic Happens with a Song” (a piece commissioned to celebrate the 50th anniversary

of Raleigh Fine Arts Society and performed in massed chorus)

"Stars" (a piece commissioned in honor of the 10th Elementary Choral Celebration and performed in massed chorus)


"Let Music Surround You" (in massed chorus)

Parking:
There is a parking deck located at Salisbury St. and South St. opposite the corner of the Duke Energy Center for Performing Arts and parking in the McLaurin lot across the street. Anticipate a charge for parking, so it would be advisable to have cash or credit card handy.
Recordings:
Anderson Videography will be videoing on the night of the performance; no other videoing will be allowed. (Order information is given under the performance night details.) In lieu of purchasing the commercial DVD or download, parents wishing to capture a moment of their chorister's life will want to videotape the rehearsal from the balcony. Please be aware, however, that we might have to start and stop a bit, as it is a rehearsal setting for the purpose of rehearsing.

Tuesday, March 17, 2020: Performance at Raleigh Fine Arts Society Elementary Choral Celebration

Purpose:
Chorus will perform during the event sponsored by the Raleigh Fine Arts Society and the Arts Education Department of the Wake County Public School System. This performance is designed to promote the highest standards of children's choral singing. There will be a qualified adjudicator in choral music to critique and comment on the groups' presentations. These comments will be in an electronic file and will be private; however, they are to be of benefit to the directors of the performing groups. The children will also learn from hearing other groups perform and from their own sense of accomplishment. Because it is important—but seldom—that our children hear other children's voices and since we close the performance with a massed chorus song, they are expected to remain for the entire performance. After the perfor-mance concludes, they may depart with their parents promptly from our group's meeting spot.

Location:
Meymandi Concert Hall at the Duke Energy Center for Performing Arts, 2 East South St., Raleigh, N.C. 27601, and attached to the right side of Memorial Auditorium (Maps of Greater Raleigh and Downtown Raleigh are attached. Otherwise please feel free to locate the address given above at <www.mapquest.com> or <www.maps.google.com>.)
Performance Time:
7:00 PM; the program should last until approximately 8:15 PM.
Warm-up Time:
5:45 PM in our assigned meeting place
Open Rehearsal:
6:00 PM in our seats in the house (that is, in the concert hall’s seating/performance area) for rehearsal of three massed pieces

Parent Seating:
Ushers will hold parents outside until approximately 6:30 PM. At approximately 6:55 PM, parents may move to general seating in the house seats designated for parents. The box seats located along the side walls will be open, but they are restricted to adult seating only (no children).
Meeting Place:
At the foot of the escalators on the lower level of Meymandi Concert Hall, turn a very hard right and proceed towards the back hall. The Men’s Restroom will be straight ahead. Turn left and walk to the far end of the back hall. You will pass Wake Forest Elementary’s meeting spot. If you go too far, you will pass our designated spot and the Women’s Restroom. Parents are asked to drop off their students for warm-up and meet their students after the concert in our assigned meeting place.
Attire: 
Normal performance attire (white man-tailored shirts, dark navy blue or black pants, and dark shoes for boys; white man-tailored shirts or blouses, dark navy blue or black skirts or skorts, and dark shoes for girls); hair styled such that it is out of the eyes
Restroom Use:
There are restrooms on the main floor and on the lower level. Chorus members will need to use the restroom prior to the warm-up call. Short of an emergency (diabetic condition, nausea, etc.) chorus members will not be escorted to the restroom during the program.
Repertoire:

"On Silver-Tipped Wings"



"Circle of Our Song"
"Magic Happens with a Song" (a piece commissioned to celebrate the 50th anniversary

of Raleigh Fine Arts Society and performed in massed chorus)

"Stars" (a piece commissioned in honor of the 10th Elementary Choral Celebration and performed in massed chorus)


"Let Music Surround You" (in massed chorus)

Parking:
There is a parking deck located at Salisbury St. and South St. opposite the corner of the Duke Energy Center for Performing Arts and parking in the McLaurin lot across the street. Anticipate a charge for parking, so it would be advisable to have cash or credit card handy.

Recordings:
Anderson Videography will be videoing on the night of the performance; no other videoing will be allowed. If you wish to order a DVD or download, see the attached information page complete with password. This directive came from the event chairperson: "When ordering a DVD, click on ‘Raleigh Fine Arts’ at the top, then click on the RFAS logo.  Select date, quantity, add to cart; then click on the cart shown on the upper right to check out.  You may order at any time, beginning now, and then for three weeks following the Concert. I [event chairperson] wasn’t able to open the second link directly from the Word Document, but didn’t have any trouble when I typed it in the address field. That might have been an issue with my [event chairperson’s] computer. If there are any questions, check with Steve or Tamara at Anderson Video. Their contact info is on the sheet and they have been great to work with."
Photography:
Please note that photography is not allowed during the performance. The use of cell phone cameras and videoing will be strictly enforced by the ushers. It will be the perfect opportunity to put down the cell phone and enjoy this beautiful moment in time!
Tickets/Vouchers:
There will be no admission charge to this performance in the concert hall. However, a ticket system will be used for entry to the performance due to the fire code. Your singer does not need a ticket. Due to the fact that there will be hundreds of singers, you will only be issued tickets for two (2) guests per singer. (This year the event organizers are trying to better accommodate those students with blended families; I have already connected with those that I know to be in such a situation.) For obvious reasons, I cannot send these tickets electronically. These irreplaceable tickets will be issued to you in the morning carpool lane on Tuesday, March 10. Otherwise your tickets will be held in the school’s Main Office for you to pick up in person after that time. 
Concessions:
No concessions will be offered at this event.
Tuesday, April 21, 2020: Celebration of the Arts/Reflections Reception, Baucom PTA Meeting 
Purpose:
Chorus will perform their spring program in conjunction with a visual arts exhibit and the Reflections Reception during Baucom PTA’s April meeting.

Location:
Baucom School Cafeteria

Performance Time:
7:00 PM

Warm-up Time:
6:30 PM in the Music Box so that we can assess if parts have to be reassigned at the last moment due to an outbreak of stomach virus, flu, etc.

Attire: 
Normal performance attire; white man-tailored shirts, dark navy blue or black pants, and dark shoes for boys; white man-tailored shirts or blouses, dark navy blue or black skirts or skorts, and dark shoes for girls; hair styled such that it is out of the eyes
Repertoire:

"Let Music Surround You"




"Stars"




"Circle of Our Song"

"Calico Cat"



"A Bit of Earth"



“A Child of Song"
Special Details:
Parents who bring singers for warm-up may wish to walk through the school’s visual arts exhibit prior to the performance. 

Chorus members will be staying for the Reflections presentation as some of them, some of their siblings, and some of their peers are award winners. After the Reflections presentation chorus members may join their parents to walk through the visual arts exhibit.  

Thursday, April 30, 2020: Last Morning Rehearsal of the 2019-2020 Music Box Singers/Year-End Breakfast Celebration

Purpose:
Our last rehearsal of the chorus year will be on Thursday, April 30, when we have our year-end celebration. Our students have sung very well this year! During our normal chorus time, the chorus members will be treated to a well-deserved breakfast in honor of their accomplishments and efforts. 
Location: 
The Music Box

Time:
8:15 AM

Sign-Up for Items:
We will be using <www.signupgenius.com> to facilitate your signing up for breakfast items that you are willing to supply. Many of you use this web site already for sports, church, and community events. According to the web site, you do not have to have your own account to sign up for an item; you should also receive separate e-mail communications/reminders for our event through the web site.

Permission Slip:
In accordance with WCPSS policy, we need to have the accompanying permission statement, completed by you, returned to me by your student, and on file by Tuesday, April 28, for your student to attend the breakfast event. Of course, any medical plans on file at the school are followed for this event. In early April please feel free to go to the <www.signupgenius.com> web site to review the breakfast menu. 
Thank you for sharing these youngsters with me these last few months. We appreciate your support as we approach the last of this year’s performances together.

