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The arts are necessary in our lives and in our schools because they:

· Teach us divergent, rather than convergent, thinking;

· Develop craftsmanship, the ability to apply aesthetics;

· Introduce us to perceptions and understandings we could not acquire any other way;

· Enlighten our understanding, making it deeper and more comprehensive;

· Facilitate human communication within and across cultures;

· Help us to define who we are and to articulate our own very special sense of being;

· Characterize their age, distinguishing our relationship to time by showing us as we were yesterday, as we are today, and even as we might be tomorrow; and

· Replenish our spirit and, by nurturing it, consoling it, and inspiring it, affirm our humanity.
